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from Eafter-Day, which was on the Twenty Eighth Day 
of March, 1725, became a diſtin& Pariſh, to all Intents | 
and Purpoſes; and hath been ſeparated in all 4 Le- 

vies, and Duties whatſoever, excepting that the Commiſ- 
ſioners for. the Land-Tax have thought fit to keep them 

| ſtill United in the ſaid Land-Tax, and have hitherto re- 

fuſed to lay any diſtin& Sum upon the ſaid new - erected Pariſn, though the In- 

habitants of the ſaid Pariſh conceive that by Law they have had a Right to 

have their Charge aſcertained in the ſame manner as Ancient Pariſhes have. 
THE Clauſe which relates to the Charging Pariſhes, and which is repeated 

in every Land-Tax Act, is as follows: 


c THE ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall take care that Warrants be iſſued forth and vide Land- 
ec directed to Two at leaſt of the moſt able and ſufficient Inhabirants of each Tax Ae, An. 
« Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, within their reſpe&ive Diviſions, thereby ap- 7. P. 180 
« pointing and requiring them to be Aſſeſſors of all and every the Rates and 
« Sums of Money by this Act impoſed ; which ſaid Aſſeſſors are hereby ſtrict- 
<« ly injoyned and required, with all Care and Diligence, to Aﬀeſs the full 
«< Sum given them in Charge reſpefively, upon all ready Money, c. And 
« by an equal Pound-Rate upon all Manors, Lands, Cc. within the Limits, 

« Circuits, and Bounds of the reſpective Pariſhes or Places for which they 
« ſhall be appointed Aſſeſſors as aforeſaid.” . 


THE Words Tewn/bip, or Place, in the faid Clauſe, are meant to take in 
inferior Diviſions, leſs than Pariſhes, where any ſuch have been accuſtomed 
to have diſtin& Sums and diſtinct Aſſeſſors appointed for them (of which there 
are many Inſtances.) But the Intention of the Clauſe plainly is to have no Di- 
viſion ſo large as that of a Pariſh. without particular Alf gor appointed for 
it, and a particular Sum given them in Charge, the Full of Which Sum they 
are required to Aſſeſs with all Care and Diligence. 


3 
ENT. 
UPON this Point, the Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh of St. George Ha- 
nover- Square thought it proper to take the Opinion of His Majeſty's Attorney - 
General, which very clearly and fully declares it to have been the Right of 
the ſaid Pariſh, ever ſince they were ſeparated, to have had a diſtinct Propor- 
tion allotted to them. þ 

NOR can there be a clearer Proof of the Univerſal Senſe of Mankind 
upon the ſaid Clauſe than the General Practice upon it, and the Manner in 
which it hath been executed throughout the Shoth Kingdom; for the Words 
have been the ſame ever ſince the Method firſt began of taxing by certain 
Sums impoſed upon each County, Fc. and the Commiſſioners in all Places 
have ſo unanimouſly agreed in underſtanding them in the ſame Senſe, that up- 
on the firſt Diviſion of the Tax no Pariſh then in being was left withour a 
Quota, or Proportion allotted to it: and no Reaſon can be given why the ſame 
Words which produced that Univerſal Effect before, ſhould not ſtill operate 
in the ſame manner, and equally oblige the Commiſſioners every Year to lay 
a diſtin& Quora upon every Pariſh which they find then ſubſiſting within the 
reſpective Diſtricts in which they act; for it is to be obſerved, that although 
in the larger Diviſions of Hundreds, Larhs, Wapentakes, Cc. the Commiſli- 
oners are obliged to charge them in Proportion to the Sums which were aſ- 
ſeſſed upon them reſpectively in the Year 1692, and although in ſubdividing 
the ſaid Charge afterwards upon Pariſhes, it hath been looked upon as a pro- 
per and reaſonable Thing, for the moft parr, to have Regard to the Propor- 
tions raiſed within each Pariſh alſo in the ſaid Year 1692; yet the Commiſſi- 
oners are not tied down or * to obſerve the ſaid Rule of 1692, in the 
Charge upon Pariſbes, but only to cauſe the ſaid Proportions ſo charged, up- 
Land- Tax Act on each Hundred, c. to be equally aſſeſſed and taxed within the ſame, That 
Arno 1727, is, by dividing the General Sum charged upon each Hundred into particular 
** Quotas upon each Pariſh, with Juſtice and Equality according to the beſt of 
their Judgments and Diſcretions. Which is an Anſwer to the Pretence which 
hath ſomerimes been alledged, that the Pariſh now in Queſtion cannot receive 
a diſtinct Proportion at chis time, becauſe it was not a ſeparate Pariſh, nor 
had any ſuch diftin& Sum aſſeſſed within it, in the Year 1692. There is ano- 
ther Clauſe in all the Acts for the Land Tax, which is alſo urg'd as a Juſti- 
fication to the Commiſſioners, for not charging the Pariſh of St. George Hano- 

ver- Square ſeparately from chat of St. Martin in the Fields, and it is This, 


Land-Tax 4c * PROVIDED always that for avoiding all Obſtructions and Delays in 
Anno 1727, „ aſſeſſing and collecting the Sums, by this Act to be rated and aſſeſſed upon 
bY OS & any Manors, Lands, Tenements, Rents, Tythes, or other Hereditaments, 
& all Places, Conſtablewicks, Diviſions, and Allotments, which have been 
ec uſed to be taxed and aſſeſſed, ſhall pay, and be aſſeſſed in ſuch County, 
% Hundred, Rape, Wapentake, Conſtableſhip, Diviſion, Place and Allot- 
c ment, as the ſame have been heretofore uſually aſſeſſed in, and not elſe- 


ce Here. 


THE Meaning of which Clauſe is eaſily underſtood, by conſidering the 
Nature of the Tax impoſed: which being laid by certain determinate Sums 
upon each County, City, Sc. according to the Proportion of what was actu- 
ally raiſed within each of them in a certain preceding Year; it would be 
great Injuſtice if each Place ſhould not continue to have the Benefit of the 
{ame Eſtates to contribute to their Charge, which help'd to raiſe their Sum fo 
high in that Year, from which their Charge was taken: and the Words, 
and not elſewhere, ſhow plainly, that the Proviſion was intended to preſerve 
the Aid of all Eſtates to fuch Places as had the Aid of them heretofore, and 
to hinder it from being transferred to other Places, which heretofore had ic 
nor. | 

BUT this Conſideration has nothing to do in the Caſe laid before the Houſe 
by the Pariſh of St. George Hanover- Square: For if the Relief they deſire were 
granted to them, all Particular Eſtates would be aſſeſſed in the fame Place as 
heretofore, that is in the two Out-wards of St. Martin in the Fields, under a 
New Denomination only of a diſtinct Pariſh, and the Sums raiſed _—_ 

| ame 


[32] 


ſame would not be transferred to any other Place, but would ſtill remain 
contributary to the Groſs Sum herctofore aſſeſs'd within the Pariſh of 
St. Martin. The new Pariſh would go off no otherwiſe than with their 
Burthen; and they deſire no leſs a Share of the Burthen, than what may caſe 
the Old Pariſh full as much as ever they contributed towards it, before they 
were ſeparated from it. 

BUT the Inconveniences are very great to the New Pariſh under their 
Preſent Condition. They have not the Common Benefit of other Subjects, 
to know the utmoſt of their Charge, but lye expoſed to unlimited Sums 
Yearly,at the Diſcretion of the Commiſſioners dwelling in and acting for ano- 
ther Pariſh, who pay the leſs Themſelves, by how much more they lay upon the 
New. The Management of the whole Affair is taken into the Hands of the 
Commiſſioners of the Old Pariſh, being by much the more Numerous ſo 
that the Commiſſioners, who are Inhabitants of the New Pariſh, are kept 
in the dark, they cannot prevail with their own Aſſeſſors or Collectors fo 
much as to produce their Books to them, ſo as that they may judge whether 
the Aſſeſsments are laid with Juſtice and Equality, even amongſt the Inha- 
birants of their own Pariſh, though they muſt be ſuppoſed to be the beſt 
Judges in that Caſe : Whereas the Other, who take the Judgment upon Them- 
ſelves, are leſs acquainted with the Place, and conſequently leſs qualify'd to 
determine upon the Equality or Inequality of the Aſſeſsments. 

ARGUMENTS have been uſed againſt dividing the two Pariſhes in 
this reſpe& of the Tax, from the New Buildings and Improvements going 
on in the Pariſh of St. George Hanover Square: Which indeed is a Reaſon to 
the Inhabitants of Sr. Martin's, ro make them wiſh to keep the New Pa- 
riſh under their Direction, but not to give them any Right to it: They part- 
ted with all Claim to That, from the time they conſented to the Separation: 
Since when each Pariſh is entituled to its own Advantages, and ſubjected 
to irs own Diſadvantages, as either ſhall happen, and St. Martin's ought no 
more to. ſhare either in the One or the Other with the New Pariſh, than any 
other Pariſh ought to do. Nor was the Separation of the two Pariſhes 
made without a Conſideration paid on the Part of the New to the Old: 
For the Inhabitants of St. George Hanover Square conſented to the Act for 
rebuilding the Pariſh Church of St. Martin's in the Fields, and ſubmitted to a 
very heavy Tax upon Themſelves for that Purpoſe, upon no other Condition, 
than that by a Clauſe in the ſame Act they ſhould for ever afterwards be 
made a Pariſh, ſeparate from the Other, to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſo- 
ever. 

THE Inhabitans of St. George Hanover Square have uſed all reaſonable 
Means to obtain Juſtice in this Matter: They have apply'd to the Inhabitants 
of St. Martin's to try to ſettle a proper Quota with them in an Amicable 
Manner, bur all ſuch Offers have been refus'd: They have demanded it as 
a Right at the General — of Commiſſioners, to be brought under a 
certain Quota, or limited Sum, like other Pariſhes, but their Demand has 
been rejected: So that they find themſelves obliged to appeal for Juſtice to 
the Houſe of Commons: And they hope there will be no Difficulty to fix 
upon a Rule of Juſtice in the Caſe; for it may be known what Sum was 
levied upon the ſaid New Pariſh in the laſt Vear, when they continued united 
with, and made Part of the Pariſh of St. Martin's; and they humbly conceive, 
there can be no Injury done to the old Pariſh, if the Payments of that Vear 


be made to Govern the Proportion that ſhall be now born by the New Pa- 
riſh. | 


